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2" annual Founders Dinner
celebrates UMSL's 50" birthday

HEATHER WELBORN
FEATURES EDITOR

Members of the campus
community, including  alumni
and current faculty and staff,

gathered at The Ritz-Carlton on
September 19 for the 22" annual
Founders Dinner. The prestgious
event recognizes the outstanding
leadership and notable charitable
acts of University of Missouri-St.
Louis students, alumni, faculty and
donors. This year’s soiree doubled
as a 50" anniversary birthday party
for the university as part of the 2013
UMSL Jubilee. An elegant dinner
was paired with an array of eloquent
each

speakers, commemorating

the academic legacy estblished

by former and current students at

UMSL.

The sold-out evening cvent saw
thousands of professionally dressed
guests in attendance. The Ritz’s
main hall was packed with hundreds
of tables seating ten guests each.
Patrons chatred excitedly in between
speakers as waiters in pressed white
sleeves and black wvests scurried
between the maze of chairs to drop
off complimentary drinks from the
bar and remove empty glassware as
it appeared. The décor at the event
was distncdvely UMSL, with gold
and red balloon columns erected
strategically along the stage and

doorways.

Upon entering the event, guests
gazed at the large center table in the
fover that bore a massive birthday
present tower with red tote-bags
bearing UMSL insignia surrounding
the festive strucrure. Included in
the gift bags were two books based
on UMSL’s first 50 years. The first

s “First, A Dream,” edited by
Ron Gossen, senior associate vice
chancellor for University Marketing
and Communicatons. The second
book, “The First 50 Years,”
compiled by former university

chancellor Dr. Blanche M. Touhill.
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The program began after the
initial open bar orders and informal
yet friendly reintroductions among
guests ebbed. Chancellor Thomas
George kicked off the evening
by extending a formal welcome
to guests. He used a projected
presentation as a visual guide as
he addressed the
UMSL supporters in the main hall.
Dr. Touhill attended the event and
stood for the roar of applause as
Chancellor George acknowledged
her in his speech.

thousands of

Chancellor George then shared
the stage with a prerecorded

address to UMSL by Governor

Jay Nixon. Governor Nixon
commended students and alumni
for their accomplishments in diverse
academic fields “from chemistry
to criminal justice.”” Nixon ended
his address by reaffirming that
the success of UMSL attendees
is synonymous with the success
of the city of St. Lows. After
Chancellor George made a few co-
instudonal comments of praise,
he relinquished the stage to the
Double Date, an acappella singing
troupe who performed a number of
hits from the 1960s untl dinner was

served.

Caesar salad and steak and

potato entrees were escorted to
each table by three white-gloved
servers, each carrving three plates.
The service element of the evening
was astoundingly efficient, with
hospitalitv professionals anticipating
the needs of guests in between trips
to and from the kitchen with rapid-
fire precision. Once dinner was
cleared and desserts sampled from
a tray of fruit and cream tarts, the
speeches resumed on stage.

Faculty and staff were formally
recognized and metwith thunderous
applause The
UMSL Alumni Associaton honored

from attendees.

six alumni with the prestigious

Distinguished Alumni Award. The
award is issued to former students
who have succeeded at long-term
carcers and community service
with a level of notable significance
over their peers. The 2013 award
recipients were Nicole Colbert-
Botchway  (Assistant  Missouri
Attorney General), Frederick R.
Buckles (Magistrate Judge), T
Christopher Peoples (President of
Pitzman’s Company of Surveyors
and Engineers), Gordon S. Heddell
us
Defense Department), Grayling O.
Tobias (Hazelwood School District
Superintendent), and Opal M. Jones

(President and CEO of Doorways).

(retired Inspector General,

-

Ep——Se WY
)
)
- '\

1963 2013 Jubilee

INSIDE

switchfoot$'

AR DFEMIBS TS THE BANS ASD THl MM & THER MW Fum

ek Yk

aat

UMSL Sports pg 6



2

THECURRENT-ONLINE.COM

SEPTEMBER 23, 2013

THE CURRENT STAFF

EDITORIAL

Editor-in-Chief Sharon Pruitt
Managing Editor Hung Nguyen

News Editor Hung Nguyen

Features Editor Heather Welborn
Sports Editor John “Sammy” Ludeman
A&E Editor Cate Marquis

Opinions Editor Open

Copy Editor Kat Riddler

Staff Writers Albert Nall, Siyun Zhang,
Simonne Kimble, LaTwuanna Troupe,
James Morris, Danyel Poindexter,
Matthew Gianino, Paul Peanick,

Anya Glushko, Karlyne Killebrew
Addy Lai, Erica Elleby

DESIGN

Production Jenny Lin

Photo/Design Editor Jenny Lin
Assistant Photo Editor Open

Web Editor Cate Marquis

Assistant of Production Poppy Zhu
Staff Photographers Siyun Zhang,
Matthew Gianino, Adeela Langrial
Artists Mike “MR" Nash, Greg Hartl
BUSINESS

Business Manager Cate Marquis
Advertising Director Rachelle Brandel
Distribution Manager Open

Social Media Director Sara Boehlin
Advertising Associate Nicole LaVallee,
Richard Dortch

CONTACT US

388 MSC, 1 University Blvd
St. Louis, MO 63121-4400

Newsroom
314-516-5174
thecurrenttips@umsl.edu

Business/Advertising
314-516-5316
thecurrentads@umsl.edu

Fax
314-516-6811

Editor-in-Chief
thecurrenteic@umsl.edu

Internships and Volunteer Positions
thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu

Letters to the Editor
thecurrenttips@umsl.edu
Twitter
@UMSLTheCurrent

Facebook
[TheCurrentStudentNews

Rancid concert

ONLINE

HEATHERWEUB®RN/THE{GURRENT

Visit thecurrent-online.com for exclusive
online content. This week:

- Concert reviews, including Rancid at The
Pageant and J.Cole and Wale at the Fox
Theatre

- Aninterview with Switchfoot

« Ourreview of Christa Wells’newest album,
“Feed Your Soul”

- Fall TV reviews, including “Dads” and
“Sleepy Hollow”

« Our review of Denis Villeneuve's newest
film, “Prisoners”

« Comics

Jubilee Flashback compited by amer Nall

The Current has been a part of UMSL since 1966. In honot of the campus’ 50th anniversary, we are

reprinting articles from vears past. This story originally ran on September 23, 1991. For more Jubilee

Flashback, visit our website at thecurrent-online.com.

UM-St. Louis students got a taste
of Hollywood and more last week,
when the University Program Bourd
m conjunction with Student Acuvi-
ties brought the CBS College Tour o
campus.

A twotal of eight booths, each ran
by a iedl CBY anununcer, were setup
on campus Monday and Tuesday, with
different events for all students.

After registering, panticipants re-
ceived a punch card. From there, they
went from booth o booth playing
games ranging from The Priceis Right
10 Family Feud, Alsoavailable wasa
booth set up as a minialre movie
theater, one for mock productions of
newscasts, and one for play-by-play
SPOTIS ANNOUNCIng,

All of the booths were free and
participamis received free casseute
1apes and video wpes of their produc-
tons. .

The totalcostto the University for

CBS Comes to Campus
as Part of National Tour

the tour was less than $2,000 and over
5,000 prizes wore given away at the
booths, including free home games
and squirt bottles.

Grand prizes were awarded
to three students. These were 2 raund-
wrip airline tickets o anywhere in the
U1.S. that United Airlines flies, and &
$504) cash scholarship.

The tour, is attempting o do one
stop all 50 states. Once you are reg-
istered, you qualify 1o win the na-
tonal grand prizes given away at the
end of the tour.

One award is seven days and six
nights plos round-tnip air fare 1o the
1992 Olympics in Barcelona, France,
gwven by AT&T.

CBSisgivingaway a Mazda MX-
3 GS, a round trip w Hollywood for
two walk-on rolls in a soap opera and
a comedy, and an IBM PS2 fully
equipped compuler.

Live From UMSL- See page 2

® KMOV-

Evelyn Garner, a UMSL student, makes a mock weather forecas
Caollege Tour brought to UMSL by University Pragram Board ang

TH E U N D E RC U RRE NT By Matthew Gianino

LIZZY PANHORST

Freshman, Secondary
Education

“My favorite class is

American Government

and Politics because | like
learning about different :
policies and why people think :
like they do. I get to voice my :
opinion on the issues.” J

doing labs.”

“My favorite class is chemistry
because | get to interact

and meet people. The study
groups are helpful, and [ like

~ WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE CLASS AND WHY?

ANGELICA FERNANDO JAMIE BOILES
Sophomore, Biclogy & Freshman, Civil
Pre-Med Engineering

“I really like my writing class
because my teacher is great,
and she’s helping me expand
my writing.”
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UMSL Police can be reached at 516-5155

Allison B. Reed, a 21-year-old
female UMSL resident reported
missing on  September 15,
2013, was found 8:30 a.m. on
September 16, 2013.

The report was initiall)' tiled

when her family was unable 1o
locate her after dropping her off
at a campus living communirty
on the preceding Thursday. Reed
is not considered to be in any
danger and the missing person

notice was cancelled.

Update on 2012 rape incident

A non-student was reported
to have been raped at the corner
of West
Bridge in Bellerive Acres on
November 12, 2012.

Drive and Nartural

The perpertrator, 24-year-old
Bel Ridge resident Raymond C.
Lozan, Jr. has been apprehended.
Lozan, Jr. has now been charged
by the St

Louis County

Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
with multiple sexual offense
violations. He is currently being
held on a $50,000 cash-only
bond.

Honors College announces winners
of Excellence in Writing contest

The Pierre Laclede Honors
College  recently announced
the winners of the 2012-2013
Pierre Laclede Honors College
Excellence in Writing Contest.

Students  submirted work

from the previous academic
year in their honors courses and
the winners were selected from
a blind review by an Honors
College faculty commirttee. The
contest consists of four divisions:
1000-level 2000-level

course, 3000-level course, and

course,

crearive writing,.

Eric’'el Johnson, sophomore,

electrical engineering, won in the
1000-level division with an essay
entitled “A Strange Meeting:
Wollstonecraft and Voltaire”
prepared for Cultural Traditions
II. The 2000-level victor was
Emily Dorn. senior, modern
language, who submitred “The
Balance of Anderson: Nietzsche's
Apollonian and Dionysian in
Fantastic Mr. Fox,” originally for
a course titled Contemporary
Cinema: Wes

the 3000-level
Elizabeth  Eikmann

won the tide with “Rape in

American
Anderson. In

division,

Antebellum America: Inception,

Evolution, Purpose, Impact, and
Law” written in America’s Slave
Narratives. The win_ning creative
writing submission was Diana
Miller’s
composed in Writing About

“Something  Stolen,”

People.

Prizes are awarded and the
names of all four winners will
appear in the Spring 2014 issue
of “Bellerive.” The full text of
one will also be reprinted in
the publication, also selected
through a blind review by the
“Bellerive” Staff.
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FILM FESTIVAL

‘St. Louis Black Film Festival’ showcased
African-American films, filmmakers

SIMONNE KIMBLE
STAFF WRITER

For those interested in inde-
pendenc African-American film,
the second annual St. Louis Black
Film Festival offered a chance to
sample the work of black filmmak-
ers at Ronnie’s 20 Cine from Sep-
tember 15 o September 18.

Over the years. many had dis-
cussed the possibility of hosting
a black film fesrival in Sr. Louis
bur, due ro lack of sponsorships
and funding, it had failed to ma-
terialize. Furthermore, no one was
willing to step in to host the event,
until James Thomas, a well-known
film critic known as “The Movie
Man,” came forward.

According to James Thomas,
coordinator of the St. Louis Black
Film Festival, a black film festival
has not been held in St. Louis in
rwenty-three years. He was chal-
lenged to run the festival by Laura
Resnick, the marketing manager
of the Landmark Theaters in St
Louis, which includes the Tivoli
and Plaza Frontenac.

The festival was created to show
the work of African-American di-
rectors in St. Louis. Thomas' goal

CONCERT REVIEW

for the festival was to introduce
people in the St. Louis area, and
even in the state of Missouri, to
the best videos and films created
by  African-Americans. During
the three days of the fesrival, there
were movies, music videos, short
films. and short documentaries
screening in - Ronnie’s 20 Cine
‘Theater, which is located on South
Lindbergh. The rickets, which
could be purchased at the theater,
were $10 each per night.

“The Black Film Festival is a
great way to expose black cinema
[to different people],” Thomas said.

In 2011, the Arst Black Film
Festival was held at the Tivoli The-
ater, located in the Delmar Loop.
No festival was held in 2012. For
economic reasons, Thomas decid-
ed to change the location to Ron-
nie’s 20 Cine this year.

The festival started off on Sun-
day with an opening reception at
Legacy Books and Cafe, locared at
the Union in Delmar Plaza, held
from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. Free hors
d'oeuvres and wine were served.

On Monday, Jeff Keane, ex-
ecutive producer of “Welcome
to Sweetie Pies,” and producer/
direcror Chris Benson gave a ralk
at the Legacy Books and Cafe ac

the Union, during which they dis-
cussed how to direct and product
films. “Welcome to Sweetie Pies”
focuses on a St. Louis restaurant
and is shown on Oprah Winfrey's
OWN network. The talk was held
from noon to 3 p.m. and cost $10
per person to attend.

Each evening of the festival, a
variety of films, documentaries,
and music videos were rolling
on the Ronnie’s movie screens.
The world premiere of “Suspect”
starring the famous actor Mekhi
Phifer, was the last ilm shown, air-
ing at on Wednesday at 7 p.m. and
closing the festival with a healthy
dose suspense.

“I'm hoping we get close to 300
[people] each night,” Thomas said.
Thomas estimated that around
1,500 attended the festival in
2011.

After the festival is over, Thom-
as plans ro begin working on next
)'c;lr's within two weeks. Since
there were few special guests for
this year's event, his goal is to have
special appearances for next year.

For more informarion on the
St. Louis Black Film Festival, visic
www. facebook.com/st.louisblack-
filmfestival.

Switchfoot ‘Fading West’ tour debuts in STL

HUNG NGUYEN
MANAGING EDITOR

After eight albums and near-
ly 17 years as a band, Switchfoot
broke new ground with their high-
ly successful “Fading West” tour
debut at Missouri Baprist Univer-
sity on September 20, 2013 in St.
Louis, MO. The Fall 2013 “Fad-
ing West” tour will promote their
upcoming film and album, both
titled “Fading West,” scheduled
for release in January 2014.

The night began with the pre-
miere of their film, also titled
“Fading West,” a warm and can-
did but light-hearted collection of
memories from their 2012 world
tour and surfing adventures. The
five-member rock group com-
prised of Jon Foreman (lead vo-
cals, guitar), Tim Foreman (bass-
ist, vocals), Drew Shirley (lead
guitar, vocals), Chad Butler (per-
cussion), and Jerome “Romey”
Fontamillas (percussion, vocals),
set out to record new music while
on their year-long world tour, in-
corporating the sounds and revela-
tions inspired by the diverse faces
and landscapes on the shores of
Australia, South Africa, and more.

Facing new challenges as not
just rockers but fathers and hus-
bands, the film caprured the
struggles but also a new sense of
purpose for the band. Leaving

their families behind, each nore
they sang secemed to rake on new-
er, more significant meanings.
The film memorialized their great
success bur forced Switchfoor to
re-examine their lives and careers.

The personality of the film,
akin to the band’s, remained
buoyant with plenty of laughable
moments. Switchfoot’s first effort
in flmmaking was remarkably
successful, exuding a sincerity and
candor that initially atrracted fans
to Switchfoor before the awards
and major hits. Their music is one
inspired by passion and optimism,
not one engineered to be top ra-
dio singles, though they've had
that honor many times. With a
few snapshots of acoustic demos
and live performances in the film,
Switchfoot’s no-frills approach to
songwriting and performance is
evidently an effective vehicle for
their artistry, the world over.

After a 20-minute intermis-
sion, the band was welcomed on
stage with screams and applause.
Audience members tweeted ques-
tions about the film that were an-
swered throughout the night. The
film and Q&A made for a more
intimate armosphere than at a
larger venue. Jon Foreman noted
that it is a different “social dynam-
ic” they were experiencing, burt
that both the audience and band
were Aiguring it our together.

The band played a set list of old
favorites like “Dark Horses” and

“Dare You to Move.” Untarnished
by time, Jon Foreman's vocals have
gained much more depth and
texture as the years have gone by,
with his signature breaks and vocal
styling gaining a grearer intensity,
carrying a more gut-wrenching
tension in his delivery than before.
Their music maintains a signa-
ture luster and evocative essence,
thankfully not dulled and silenced

by years of repetition on the road.

Calling it a “high school song”
as they played “Who We Are,” a
new track on identity, Jon Fore-
man described the song as taking
him and Tim Foreman back to
the beginnings when the broth-
ers were touring the country in a
minivan as youngsters who just
wanted to make music. The au-
dience embraced this song with
great enthusiasm, accepting Jon’s
inviration to join in even without
knowing the lyrics.

Switchfoot closed out the
night with “Where I Belong” to
deafening claps and screams. The
one complaint that night was that
the audience wanted to hear even
more. One viewer asked if “Fading
West” would be their last record.
Jon Foreman responded with
hopeful uncertainty. From the
great success' of Switchfoort’s first
night on their “Fading West” tour,
let there be many more records in
the years to come.

Read our Switchfoot interview
at thecurrent-online.com
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Sarah Frost’s ‘SITE’ showcases
prodigious bamboo structure

DANYEL POINDEXTER
STAFF WRITER

Once again, Gallery 210 has
unveiled yer another masterpiece.
Artist Sarah Frost opened the
doors to her architectural piece
called “SITE” on September 14, in
Gallery 210 Gallery A.

The arowork, which fills nearly
the entire gallery space, was created
specifically for its location. The
structure itself is builc of hundreds
of bamboo poles unified by white
fabric. The fabric is tightly tied in
each intersection of the bamboo
poles to hold them together.

With the architectural structure
running fifreen feer wide and forty
feet high, it is designed ro creatively
evoke the image of a fortress.
According to the artist’s statement,
the artwork was inspired by a trip
to China that Frost took back in
2007.

Through scale manipulation,
Frost uses small pieces, the
bamboo, to convey a larger look.
In order to get the bamboo to arc
and move in the way that she saw
fit, Frost also had to carefully bend
and manipulate each piece in a
grid-like form.

Frost does an excellent job of
showing off the durability of the
bamboo itself, even though it is
held together only by the white
fabric she uses.

Once one walks into the gallery,
the first thing to notice is that the
ground is covered in dirt. The dirt
is deep and heavy in order for the
bamboo poles to stand straight and
sturdy.

Given how the structure stands,

the poles evoke the feeling of being

threatened. They stick our in a
spear-iikc manner, creating a sense
of intrusion into one’s personal
space as you circle che piece. Some
may even describe the poles as
being similar to fighting sticks or
swords.

Visually,  this  piece s
magnificent. Though it can appear
to be standing straight, it also
appears slighty slanted, like a
fallen ladder. Looking at it, one
may feel the urge to move the way
it moves, to follow where it leads.
Physically, it leans and stretches
from side to side, from wall to wall
It causes one to think of what they
feel when looking upon it

When one looks upon Frost’s
structure, there is one question
that might come to mind: What is
really going on in this piece? The
answer is everything. Although
the ardst herself states thar
she was inspired by China and
someone else may conclude thar it
represents her interest in creating
an environment, one could lways
argue that there is something
more. [t was meant to intrigue
the viewer, to catch their eye the
moment they step onto the dirt of
the structural area. Frost should be
applauded for her dedication and
the obvious work that has been put
into this piece.

Sarah Frost’s “SITE” is on
display until December 7, 2013.
This is definitely one exhibit that
you will not want to look away
from.
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UMSL Triton Men's Soccer Team huddle prior to match against St. Joseph's at Scott Gallagher Soccer Field

Tritons extend streak
with multiple wins

JOHN “SAMMY” LUDEMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s golf placed third at

the Screaming Eagle Invitational
hosted” on September 15 by
Southern Indiana in Evansville,
Indiana. The Tritons shot a
combined score of 633 through
two rounds and was ‘helped by
the strong play of Bailey Hopper,
junior, busineéss administration,
who shot a combined 170.

Men’s golf placed fourth at
the Brickyard Invitational on
September 16 in Indianapolis,
Indiana. The team compiled a
score of 879 and was assisted by
the excellent play of Colby Yates,
sophomore,  criminology, who
placed second with a 213, earning
all-rournament honors.

Women's volleyball defeated
Maryville atr home through a
25-11, 28-26, 25-12 victory on
September 17, the first game in
GLVC play. The Tritons were
lifted by strong play from Lindsay
business

Mever,  sophomore,

administration, with 30 assists

and 12 digs and Chelsea Burkle,
senior, nursing, with 12 kills and
10 digs.

Women’s soccer defeated St.
Joseph’s 2-0 atr Scott Gallagher
Soccer Field on September 20 for
their first GLVC win of the season.

Jaylon  Griffith, sophomore,
business: administration, and
Jessica - Mincher, sophomore,
nursing, both contributed with
goals. '

Men’s soccer defeated St

Joseph’s 1-0, also on Seprember
20, at Scotr Gallagher Soccer
Field. Nick Cherry, freshman,
chemistry, attained a goal with a
header 23 minutes into the game
and this proved to be enough rto
win.

Women’s volleyball defeared
McKendree on September 21,
with scores of 25-22, 21-25,
25-19, 25-23 through four sets.
Haley Brightwell, senior, business
administration, contributed to
the victory wich 13 digs.

Tritons, by the numbers

JOHN “SAMMY” LUDEMAN

SPORTS EDITOR

For those of vou thar are
Triton fans, have

a desire to look behind the

you may

sports teams that we have here
at the University of Missouri-—
St. Louis and understand how
they are composed and where
the students come from. If
that’s the case, then look no
furcher.

UMSL  Triton Sports s
composed of 166 toral student
athletes. Of the 166 arhletes,
84 are women, and 82 are
The 84
divided into 6 reams, while the

men. women are
82 men are spread throughout
5. Triton women outnumber
the men in both the number
of teams that compete and the

number of student arthleres -

competing,.
Within rthe
reams, soccer is the largest,
with 21
Softball follows with

6 ~women's

students on the

roster.
18, in front of volleyball and
basketball, both with 15.

Tennis has 9 students, while
golf has six,

For the men, baseball has
the largest number of student

athleres with a whopping 27

on the roster. Soccer is second
with  24. Baskerball is next
with 15, followed by golf and
tennis both with 8.

When

numbers,

looking at the
women are on
top. Moving beyond gender,
where do the students come
from? Are there more students
playing from Missouri than
anywhere else?

The short answer is yes.
60 of the

are originallvy from Missouri,

student arhleres

making up over a third of the
athlete population. 43 are
from Illinois, accounting for
over a quarter. If we combine
these numbers, we find thart
62% of the Tritons originare
from either
[Hinois. -

Bur let’s move beyond our

Missouri " or

backyard. If we look at states
other than Missouri or lllinois,
we find 42 more students
traveling away from their
homerown to play ar UMSL,
This
demographic makes up 25%
of the student body. So far

from 17 different states.

we have accounted for 87%.
What

abour the remaining

srates other thvaf-Missouri and
*“Illinais Being gepidiented.

13%?

Student  arthletes  from
overseas are the final and
smallest demographic,

accounting for 21 of the 166

total athletes. Even though
there are only 21 of them.
they represent 16 different
countries, from England rto
Saudi Arabia.

The  findings

here indicate an inreresting

outlined

spread of demographics for

the Tritons. Even though
a majority of the student
athletes are playing from our
homertown, we have managed
to find a way 1o incorporate
diversity, a widetrange of it,

with 16 coungries—4nd 17

It s my Rope that- this
trend continues, and we can
continue to build rthe sports
program with the seeds of
diversity thatare evident today.
The blueprints are ser, and we
have a healthy program thar is
on a good path for consistency
and ripe for growth.
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OPINIONS

COUNTERPOINT

SHOULD WE COLONIZE MARS?

pOINT: Let’s Move to Mats

Humans most certainly should colonize
our red neighboring planet, Mars. The
entire goal of a species is to survive and
produce offspring. The truth is that
humanity will not last forever on Earth.
If we do not colonize other planets,
then humans will eventually go extinct.
It is quite imporrant that the human
civilization provide itself with more
security as a species.

Imagine the diplomartic potential that
colonizing another planet will have. With
all nations working together toward a
common goal, fewer differences and more
commonalities will be shared. Rather than
going toe-to-toe with other countries in
bouts of rage and hysteria, all countries
can unite in a joint goal, potentially
thwarting human civilization into a
virtually worldwide peacetime.

Martian-Human settlements would be

highly beneficial in displaying our level

of advancement as a species. Assuming
that humans are the only advanced life
form in the universe is an incredibly
self-centered and ignorant statement.
Science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics have evolved so rapidly, that
future interactions with other intelligent
species must be considered. There are
various funded units already preparing
should the incident occur. Having humans
on muldiple planets would show that we
are advanced enough and capable of
interplanetary travel. This would help
preserve our species.

So, humans should most definitely
colonize mars for the betterment of our
species. The purpose of a species is to
reproduce, thrive, and grow. Putting
human scrrlements on the red planet and
even one day committing to a terraforming
project would ensure our survival in the
event of an Earthly caraclysm.

COUNTER: Don’t colonize Mars

Humans shouldn’t even think about
colonizing Mars. In the event that
technology advances to the point where
we can begin to settle on other planets, we,
as a species, should first consider if that isa
move we are ready to make.

Any non-nefarious reasons we could
have for colonizing Mars would be sure
to get lost in the actual pursuit of the red
planet. It's not likely that any pure(ish)
goals to expand human kind and explore
the fianl fronter would survive the
merciless greed of those with the money
to fund such endeavors. Trust me - if you
have the money to buy a planet, you're not
going to let people live there for free (even
if they were there first).

As a planet and as a species, we do
not have the best history when it comes
to colonization. One need only skim the
pages of any history book to see that. Look
at how we have rreated other humans just

because they were different from us or had
something we wanted for ourselves. What
if Mars is already home to intelligent life,
or resources that we want or need? We all
saw Avartar; that story doesnt end well.
Can you imagine what fresh horrors we
would inflict on a species when it would
be so easy to defend it morally with a
simple “They’re not even human’?

Humans have not even mastered how
to treat cach other humanely on our
own planet, and we have had more than
enough time to practice. How long would
it be before our species fell victim to in-
fighting, entire countries going to war on
Martian soil in order to claim the most
territory? Mars would become just another
blood-soaked battlefield.

We should focus on cleaning up the
mess in our own backyards (and front
yards, and houses) before we ralk about

spreading it throughour the galaxy.

Do you have strong language and leadership skills? If so, consider applying for the position

of Opinions Editor at The Current. Email thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu for more information.

LIPPER
FUND AWARDS 2013
UNITED STATES

BEST OVERALL
LARGE FUND
COMPANY
The Lipper Award
is basad on a review
of 36 companies’
22 risk-adjusted
performance.

NEVER TRUST

A MARKE

NAMED AFTER AN ANIMAL
THAT TRAMPLES PEOPLE.

The Lipper award Is given 1o the group with the lowest
average decile ranking of three vears' Consistent
Return for aligible funds over the three-year period
ended 11/30/12. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36
fund companies with at least five equity, five hond,
or three mixed-asset portfolios.

TIAA-CREF mutual funds have achieved high
rankings over various asset classes and market
cycles. The 2012 Lipper/Barron’s overall ranking
was determined by weighting five fund categories
in proportion to their overall importance within
Lipper's fund universe, TIAA-CREF's overall ranking
was 10th out of 62 mutual fund families for
one-year performance, and 29th out of 53 mutual
fund families for five-vear performance, TIAA-CREF
did not qualify for the 10-year ranking. Past
performance does not guarantse future resuits,

Consider investment objectives, risks,
charges and expenses carefully before
investing. Go to www.tiaa-cref.org for
product and fund prospectuses that
contain this and other information.
Read carefuily before investing.

TIAA-CREF Individual & Instititional Services, LLC,
and Teachers Personal Investors Senvices Inc. ©@2013
Teachers insurance and Annuity Assoeiation-Callege
Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third
Avenue, New York, NY, 10017. C11808A

Bull markets tempt investors with short-term
gains. At TIAA-CREF, we invest wisely, for the
long haul. It's earned us the 2013 Lipper Award
for Best Overall Large Fund Company. Thats
how we deliver Qutcomes That Matter.

TIAA
CREF |

Financial Services

Outc_mes

Intelligent,; informed investing.
Award-winning performance.
Get started at TIAA.org/award.
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